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Romance Writing Prompts

Writing Prompt 1:
On the night before his marriage, Robert gets a visit. It's Rachel, the girl that

grew up next door and has been his best friend ever since. They had always
pushed back any feelings for each other, “we are just friends.” (Yeah, right...!).
Now Rachel bursts into is home in a last, unexpected try to convince Robert he
is marrying the wrong woman and she and he are meant for each other. But a
ceremony for 150 guests is already arranged. After a lot of passionate talk and
tears, Rachel gets him to agree to a game: “Can you guess what [ would do...?”
They both jot down 10 questions plus their hidden answers. Whoever can
guess more of the other’s answers right, wins.

Will Rachel win and they will spend the night on a bus, escaping the wedding?
Or will Robert win and watch devastated Rachel walk off into the night,
frustration in his heart and tears in his eyes? You decide!

How you can make this scene shine:

Make the scene captivating by showing the reader why these two are meant
for each other: Let them remember what they appreciate so much in each
other (show, don’t tell), the special moments they shared, show the missed
romantic opportunities, and how they complement each other perfectly.

Your reader will hope and fear with them and be hooked to your scene like it
was her own love story.

Writing Prompt 2:

Gwen and Christopher have been married for 20 years. One night Gwen finds
bright red lipstick on the collar of his jacket. Infuriated, she grabs one of his
golf clubs, and swings at his car till it looks worse than a bicycle under a
freight train.

When she is exhausted and breaks down crying, Christopher can finally
explain what happened: Christopher had been with his Chinese language
student group. They all had been on their way to a Chinese restaurant for a
change, and it had been raining. He lent his jacket to one of his Chinese
language students to protect her from the rain. That’'s when the lipstick got on
the shirt.

Will Gwen believe him and end up sobbing and relieved in his arms? Or will
she not believe one word and soon continue with Chris’ Chinese porcelain
collection? You decide!

How you can make this scene shine:

Leave the reader in the dark about why the lipstick really is on the jacket as
long as possible, keep the suspense vibrant. Describe Gwen’s pain and the
destruction of Chris’ beloved car in energetic detail, so the reader will live
with them as if it was their own (heart and car).




Writing Prompt 3:
King Kong, the giant, roaring ape, falls in sweet love with his female

counterpart, Queen Kong. While he was terrorizing New York, she was
keeping Chicago on its toes. They meet for a date somewhere in the middle, in
a dreamy forest (burning trees instead of candlelight, etc...).

They share a romantic dinner (living cattle, farmers...) and discover their
common interests: They both love tearing down skyscrapers, putting police
cars on top of billboard ads and eating humongous bananas. And oh, don’t
even get me started on the sex...

Will these lonely apes form a bond that helps their love survive against all
odds/outer resistance? Or will the egomaniacs in them gain the upper hand
and tear their love apart? You decide!

How you can make this scene shine:

How do you express your love when you are a hairy monster the size of a
skyscraper? What would be different, what would be absurd? Emphasize the
strange contrast between tender feelings and a gigantic physique. Your reader
will find their obstacles very different, but equally painful to his own, and love
you for it.

Writing Prompt 4:
Lucas has fallen in love with his dentist. His teeth are very healthy, but he is

coming into Jasmin’s practice for the third time within three months, in the
hope he will be capable of asking her out in a quiet moment, when nobody is
listening.

Unfortunately, the doctor has three assistants and one secretary, and even the
door to the waiting room doesn’t look too soundproof... Lucas feels like he is
on stage in a Shakespearian comedy. Jasmin, on the other hand, lightly makes
fun of him, calling him a hypochondriac.

Will Lucas finally have the balls to follow through with his plan? Or will he
have to come for a fourth time? Will Jasmin sense what’s up, and will she be
attracted or just annoyed? You decide!

How you can make this scene shine:

Emphasize the contrast between the nonchalant everyday business of the
doctor and her assistants, and Lucas’ timid desire to ask her out. Whatever
angle he takes, he is running out of time and of Jasmin’s professional attention.
How does he feel? Describe his troubled inner life, and your reader will
identify strongly and feel for him.



