
Shakespeare UnBard  Rowan Mackenzie  

King Lear Activity Pack 3 
 

King Lear is elderly and has three daughters. 
He decides to split his kingdom between them.  
The older two (Goneril and Regan) tell him 
they love him while the youngest one 
(Cordelia) says such a competition is silly.  
He gets cross and tells her she must leave. He 
has a faithful advisor (called Kent) who 
defends the youngest daughter so he turns 
him out too. Kent disguises himself as a 
servant and follows the King. 
He splits the kingdom into two and says he will 
split his time between the two daughters’ 
houses. King Lear has a Fool (court jester) who 
is the only one who can tell him things he 
doesn’t want to hear. He also has a retinue of 
knights who go everywhere with him.  
The daughters only really wanted his money 
and soon start to get angry with him. They turn away his knights and make 
clear he is not welcome either.  
In a sub-plot Gloucester has two sons (Edgar with his wife and Edmund from 
an affair). Edmund pretends to Gloucester that Edgar is trying to kill him.  

He goes out onto the moors in a 
storm, followed by Kent in disguise. 
The King realises that he has been 
betrayed by his daughters. 
Gloucester realises he has been 
betrayed by Edmund.  
The King’s youngest daughter comes 
back from where she lives in France. 
The King realises she truly cares for 
him. Gloucester realises Edgar truly 
cares for him. Kent reveals his true 
identity.  
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Imagine that you are casting this as a play or a movie and you are writing notes 
for the casting call. What are you looking for with each of the characters?  
 
Role Age, characteristics, physical appearance, specific skills  
King Lear 
 
 
 

 

Goneril  
 
 
 

 

Regan  
 
 
 

 

Cordelia 
 
 
 

 

Kent 
 
 
 

 

Fool 
 
 
 

 

Gloucester 
 
 
 

 

Edmund 
 
 
 

 

Edgar 
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Kent has always looked after Cordelia like he was her uncle. When they are 
both banished, she goes to France and is married. What would he write to her 
once she was overseas? It can be by letter, email, any form of communication 
you like…..  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is lots of anger and insults in this play. Shakespeare was great at insults – 
have a go at creating your own Shakespearean insults…. 
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A: 1,3,4,6,8,9,12,14,15,17,18,21,22,24,26 
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Use this story to create a song, rap or poem, you can add in details as you need 
them. Be as creative as you like.  
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Which of these quotes are from King Lear? (answers on page 5) 
 

1. ‘This cold night will turn us all to fools and madmen’ 

2. ‘Great men have reaching hands’  

3. ‘A most poor man, mad tame to Fortune’s blows’ 

4. ‘Oh let me kiss that hand’ 

5. ‘Men are men, the best sometimes forget’  

6. ‘Ask me not what I know’ 

7. ‘His own opinion was his law’ 

8. ‘I know you what you are’ 

9. ‘Come lets away to prison’ 

10. ‘I must be cruel only to be kind’ 

11. ‘Better a witty fool than a foolish wit’ 

12. ‘Pray you now, forget and forgive; I am old and foolish’ 

13. ‘This fellow is wise enough to play the fool’ 

14. ‘We that are young shall never see so much, nor live so long’ 

15. ‘Blow winds, crack your cheeks!’ 

16. ‘If you have tears prepare to shed them now’ 

17. ‘Nothing will come of nothing’ 

18. ‘I prithee daughter do not make me mad’ 

19. ‘My old bones ache’ 

20. ‘Hasty marriage seldom proveth well’ 

21. ‘Poor Tom’s a cold’ 

22. ‘You are not worth the dust which the rude wind blows in your face’ 

23. ‘To deliver sweet, sweet, sweet poison for the age’s tooth’ 

24. ‘Never, never, never, never, never’ 

25. ‘Conscience does make cowards of us all’ 

26. Why, madam, if I were your father’s dog you should not use me so’ 
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If both Regan and Cordelia wrote their account of what happened – what 
would they put? 
 

 

 


