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King Lear Activity Pack 2 
 

An old King has three daughters. He decides to 
split his kingdom between them.  
The older two tell him they love him while the 
youngest one says such a competition is silly.  
He gets cross and tells her she must leave. He 
has a faithful advisor (called Kent) who 
defends the youngest daughter so he turns 
him out too. Kent disguises himself as a 
servant and follows the King. 
He splits the kingdom into two and says he will 
split his time between the two daughters.  
They only really wanted his money and soon 
start to get cross with him. They turn away his 
knights and make clear he is not welcome.  
Gloucester has two sons (Edgar with his wife 
and Edmund from an affair). Edmund pretends 
to Gloucester that Edgar is trying to kill him.  

He goes out onto the moors in a 
storm, followed by Kent in disguise. 
The King realises that he has been 
betrayed by his daughters. 
Gloucester realises he has been 
betrayed by Edmund.  
The King’s youngest daughter comes 
back from where she lives in France. 
The King realises she truly cares for 
him. Gloucester realises Edgar truly 
cares for him. Kent reveals his true 
identity.  
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ACTIVITIES –  
King Lear seems a bit mad to give away his kingdom. If you were him, what 
would be the pros and cons of doing it?  
 

Pros 
Eg I don’t have to be in charge anymore 

Cons 
Eg I have no house anymore  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
King Lear sends Kent away, what do you think Kent will say to his mates at the 
pub that night?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There is lots of anger and insults in this play. Shakespeare was great at insults – 
have a go at creating your own Shakespearean insults…. 
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King Lear’s Fool (Jester) is the one who often tells him the truth. He tells him  

Mark it, uncle. 
Have more than you showest, 
Speak less than you knowest, 
Lend less than you owest, 
Ride more than you goest, 
Learn more than you trowest, 
Set less than you throwest, 
Leave your drink and your whore 
And keep in-a-door, 
And you shall have more 
Than two tens to a score. 

 
Can you turn this into a visual 
image from the play – writing the 
words in the shape of something 
such as a crown or a map? 
Like these examples of poem 
images….. 
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Imagine how the story ends – what happens when King Lear and his youngest 
daughter are reunited? And his friend Kent tells him that he has been with him 
the whole way through? And Gloucester finds that Edgar loves him? Write the 
ending – either as a play with speeches for the characters or as a part of a 
novel…… 


